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All across the world consumers and businesses are faced with the growing problems stemming from counterfeiting and piracy of consumer and industrial goods. This phenomenon not only damages companies’ trusted brand names, which in turn threatens employment, innovation and economic growth, but it can also pose a risk to the health and safety of consumers exposed to faulty or substandard products.

The sheer size of the problem of counterfeiting on a worldwide scale, estimated by some to represent as much as 15% of world trade, means that the issue needs to be made a priority by all stakeholders. Orgalime has been active in the fight against counterfeiting and piracy for many years and has welcomed all initiatives from international organisations supporting anti-counterfeiting and anti-piracy measures. 

We therefore welcome the statement issued by the G8 during the Gleneagles Summit of 6-8 July 2005 on this subject and wish to encourage any efforts made towards more effective enforcement. With the G8 countries working alongside international organisations, policymakers and industry actions to combat this growing problem can only be increased and improved. We encourage the G8’s commitment to promote and uphold laws strengthening intellectual property enforcement, to improve co-ordination of anti-counterfeiting and anti-piracy crime strategies and to work closely with developing country partners to help achieve our shared development goals. Making this issue an important part of a highly charged G8 agenda will without doubt provide additional pressure in the fight against this dilemma.
Orgalime speaks for 35 trade federations representing some 130,000 companies in the mechanical, electrical, electronic and metalworking industries of 24 European countries. These industries employ some 7 million people and account for over 1,235 billion euro of annual output, which is a quarter of the EU’s output of manufactured products and a third of the manufactured exports of the European Union. 

For further information please contact: Adrian Harris tel 02/706.82.35, or e-mail to Adrian.harris@orgalime.org 
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